No group took greater interest in the new venture, nor played a larger role, than medical men. "It is on the Medical Branch of the New University", wrote Henry Warburton, the indispensable figure of these early years, "that its success or failure ... hinges" (p. 86). Some friends of the University even warned of the danger that it might become "exclusively medical" (p. 138). Throughout the 1840s and early 1850s the movement to grant medical graduates a licence to practice was stymied by the medical corporations, by preoccupied or indifferent government ministers, and by the wish of other universities to be included in the privilege. Not 
